Philosophy 152

Second paper assignment
Pick a topic about which people make claims about good/bad/right/wrong/acceptable (in the sense we have been using the words in class).  Make sure it is somewhat controversial.  If you pick a topic that we discussed in class, do not pick the same topic you talked about in your first paper, and do not use any argument discussed in the readings.

Part 1:  Give an argument of the following form about that topic:

All X are Y.

All Y are Z.

Thus, all X are Z.

The consequent of the conclusion should talk about one of the following: partly good, overall good, partly bad, overall bad, right, wrong, acceptable.  The argument should express your opinion, but there should be some (not crazy) people who disagree with your conclusion and at least one of your premises.

Explain what your premises mean and why you think they are true.

Part 2:  Explain how someone who disagreed with you would object to one of your premises.  This objection must be an example that (if true) would show that your premise is false.  Give the best objection you can.

Part 3: Explain how someone who disagreed with you would object to your conclusion.  This objection must be an example that (if true) would show that your conclusion is false, and it must be substantially different from the example you give in part 2.  Give the best objection you can.

Part 4:  Defend your argument against these two objections.  Say why they really do not show that your premise or conclusion are false.

Here’s an example of how to object to a premise and how to defend the premise from the objection (this example does not represent my own views, I’m just using it for illustration).  Your paper will require much more explanation than this.

1. All abortion kills an innocent human being.

2. All killing of innocent human beings is wrong.

Therefore all abortion is wrong.

Someone who disagreed might argue that premise 2 is false, because it is not wrong to unplug yourself from a violinist who you were unwillingly plugged in to, even though that violinist is innocent.  However, this is not correct.  It is acceptable to unplug from the violinist, but that is because the violinist is not an innocent human being.  No adults are innocent.  So this is irrelevant to the truth of premise 2.

The final paper is due August 27 (the last day of class).  IT MUST BE TURNED IN TO ME THROUGH EMAIL BY 10AM AUGUST 27.

Homework for August 18:  turn in the argument from part 1 (just the argument, not the explanation  of why you believe the premises) and the examples from part 2 and 3 (just the examples, without any explanation).
